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FEBRUARY 15
BLESSED JOHN BAPTIST MACHADO, S.J., MARTYR
(1580-1617)
BORN at Terceira, 1580, and admitted to the Society of Jesus at Coimbra,
1599. Came on the Japanese Mission, 1609, during the persecution that
eventually resulted in the almost entire destruction of the native church.
Despite the great difficulties of the time, Fr. Machado laboured with much
zeal and fruit till his arrest. He was martyred at Omura, 22nd May,
1617, and beatified by Pius IX, with the other martyrs of Japan, 15th
February, 1867.
[Mathew Tanner : Societas Jesu usque ad effusionem Sanguini^
PP- 279-80. For the general history of the rise and progress
of the Faith in Japan, see under " The Japanese Martyrs "
(P- 33)0
FEBRUARY 18
CLET, THE BLESSED FRANCIS REGIS
MARTYR IN CHINA
(1748-1820)
THE holy advice of Our Lord : " When they persecute you in one city,
flee into another, " is brought forcibly to mind in reading the account of
the life of this heroic labourer in the Chinese Mission field, Francis
Regis Clet was born at Grenoble, France, 2oth August, 1748, being the
tenth of a family of fifteen children. The father, C6saire Clet, was a well-
to-do merchant of the city. The mother's maiden name was Claudine
Bourquay, After completing his course of Humanities at the Jesuit
College of Grenoble, young Clet entered the diocesan seminary then
under the direction of the Oratorian Fathers. He was already remarkable,
as a student, for the facility with which he wrote Latin, and for great
elegance of expression in his native tongue. The family of the Clots was
a very religious one, and in 1764 one of the brothers, Francis, entered the
Carthusians, while one of the sisters, Anne, either just before or after that
date, became a Carmelite. Francis Regis felt himself drawn to the re-
ligious life also, but to some order or Congregation that had for its object
the care of souls. In March, 1769, he became a novice in the Lazarists,
or Congregation of the Mission at Lyons. The Congregation owes its
foundation to St Vincent of Paul in 1624, its rule and constitution being
confirmed by Urban VIII, eight years later. Francis took the vows